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Vanity Fair (excerpts)
by W. M. Thackeray

BEFORE THE CURTAIN

s the manager of the Performance sits before the curtain on the boards and looks into the Fair, a feeling
of profound melancholy comes over him in his survey of the bustling place. There is a great quantity of eating

and drinking, making love and jilting, laughing and the contrary, smoking, cheating, fighting, dancing and
fiddling; there are bullies pushing about, bucks ogling the women, knaves picking pockets, policemen on the
look-out, quacks (OTHER quacks, plague take them!) bawling in front of their booths, and yokels looking up
at the tinselled dancers and poor old rouged tumblers, while the light-fingered folk are operating upon their
pockets behind. Yes, this is VANITY FAIR; not a moral place certainly; nor a merry one, though very noisy.
Look at the faces of the actors and buffoons when they come off from their business; and Tom Fool washing
the paint off his cheeks before he sits down to dinner with his wife and the little Jack Puddings behind the can-
vas. The curtain will be up presently, and he will be turning over head and heels, and crying, “How are you?”

A man with a reflective turn of mind, walking through an exhibition of this sort, will not be oppressed, 1
take it, by his own or other people’s hilarity. An episode of humour or kindness touches and amuses him here
and there — a pretty child looking at a gingerbread stall; a pretty girl blushing whilst her lover talks to her and
chooses her fairing; poor Tom Fool, yonder behind the waggon, mumbling his bone with the honest family
which lives by his tumbling; but the general impression is one more melancholy than mirthful. When you
come home you sit down in a sober, contemplative, not uncharitable frame of mind, and apply yourself to your
books or your business.

I have no other moral than this to tag to the present story of “Vanity Fair”. Some people consider Fairs im-
moral altogether, and eschew such, with their servants and families: very likely they are right. But persons who
think otherwise, and are of a lazy, or a benevolent, or a sarcastic mood, may perhaps like to step in for half an

hour, and look at the performances. There are scenes of all sorts: some dreadful combats, some grand and lofty
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horseriding, some scenes of high life, and some of very middling indeed; some love-making for the sentimen-
tal, and some light comic business; the whole accompanied by appropriate scenery and brilliantly illuminated
with the Author’s own candles.

What more has the Manager of the Performance to say? — to acknowledge the kindness with which it has
been received in all the principal towns of England through which the Show has passed, and where it has been
most favourably noticed by the respected conductors of the public Press, and by the Nobility and Gentry. He
is proud to think that his Puppets have given satisfaction to the very best company in this empire. The famous
little Becky Puppet has been pronounced to be uncommonly flexible in the joints, and lively on the wire; the
Amelia Doll, though it has had a smaller circle of admirers, has yet been carved and dressed with the grea
test care by the artist; the Dobbin Figure, though apparently clumsy, yet dances in a very amusing and natural
manner; the Little Boys’ Dance has been liked by some; and please to remark the richly dressed figure of the
Wicked Nobleman, on which no expense has been spared, and which Old Nick will fetch away at the end of
this singular performance.

And with this, and a profound bow to his patrons, the Manager retires, and the curtain rises.

LONDON, June 28, 1848

(FEXZ)

%;FU;[%HWH (k)
W.M. &% F

FREUBTRIIL A

G LAEKRE LB TN, AFET RGeSl Tg, BT 3H, CELTESLR
K, WHEMAHNESE, AWERAE, HWETHERETHE; HELW, bAA
By, LAEWEY, TR, BREW, HREW, EREAN., HREALETHELR
RF; HEERLAKBEILWIELEATF, AP FRELNE R, A4£TH%+
G, EHCHTHELRETEE (XEARFMKEIT, EEZR!), REWEEEL L
B, TRWETIEZXIAEFRS TG, 51 8H% s TRBERE, TEWE
ARAZRFMRKERAMNY oL, BT, ZRERNWAFG, XEBKEANNEE
A, HEBERT, RA LA LRE, REEXFUALANTHUENBE—2 w0
EAKEHENTFABEREERE TR W HY, BEMEZEILT (—BAIENT) &
TR EGHE, RRHAT. FATHHE, BN REEH /T, BEnE
P ARG g7 BT

HA, LEHBEEMAEXHTH LA, TEFEARLEY, HCHERE R,
WA AE L —FHE, AEURBEAREL, FIERBRACEEN -, EAR
B, XILH-NERWET, REEWEFZEAEANMIL; HILE - NERWER,
BT AT T B B ATE, B ECRALY; BREETRNANAGBRAREE L
E-RENEE L, REEIAREMBI I RENRLE, TEEXRER, KEHHH
SABEARTAREASREY ., SHREEHFE L TRESHENRE, TokBER AL LMK
—¥1, HeABTER, HTHAWELETATHT, M



Y JRV TRV SRV SRV SRV 5 I\ 15 B3

REANY “GFG” RARERXL—BILBN. BEARITHEATRSE, BEATH
iy, FTEEEARE, EXREMHALTE L, ABMBINHEEZZLHEN., FTH0AA
ARBEHNER, AZCEHOH, REZBRERAKGERL, IFEFR—-%, BRE
EWHEHBEEANH K, FHEEMEE, BHANET, BRANFA, LRESHELE
B, TRAREENER, N LBENEETEANTZ S, RRERNFHESES, X
REG—EAAHRNAE, UEAEHEZX N, HeEGTR,

A EAT AT HER? i E R TFEXELE KRBT LE, Z2ALEFER, &4t
W e AT M AT, XEEAMLARALRERK, BRI M6y (46 %3 % E &
BHEALHER, FRESEHLIRELY. BAUEEXNABALEFTHELZ, AX—%
HBERNEFTENNRE, E— B FREANFELE., DAY ZRM TN FEEERE
HRXLME, ZEWMEQHETHFREO M2 MO THR, iR E, TH-ANHEN
W, EERFEHY, AREXFRAL. RER, CHAAZEEFRTNHRN —F %,
BHAMRAEED “BOHHA", ey RFEFEW, RNELNHEEZZELAEIA; X
KEREREUE, L L% “BAEE” #HX, 00

MW PE XL, MACLEBRRNITT —FREGFE, ETERTET

1848426 F 28 B F4p 16
(#st &)

BETETFH)

[1] (&A% ) &R N3, CHRE T A4, i, #7Before the Curtain
Bh CTHFEUMHILAE", REAFHEAHME, AR, Efbsta T — L/ HNER,
REFER “FHa”, axAt2REMEAT., W) 2, ENNRE-FlRA, F
HH R X SR ER REE, RETRENER, B, ERTE=ZTHLE “%&
TBRNEAE LA LS EF7, 8% =+ /5%, KKK ZThe Subject Continued, 4% T
FEE/NEE BN TEHM, RETREARBALEZEN “R2HFE”, TREEN ‘&
BEAKRWAE”, AA—FfE. 2ARFAWANEL BRAEATELTLE “©X £
REWAE", WAEFRTHE “REFWEHNE” 25, X2h AT 2AKER?

2] MEBEFFE-—MHLERREE-—MEBIFE, —MHARTERNESE, £EN
CHAg) vHE, T—Tde, ROBAENT I ELBHFRAE NG T G &2 XM H
BT, W LRAERMASS G E, NELHNBRLE L, SR EB NN ER RS
5, BR— “HREEL”, ink e NER T XGERTRLIAT AN Lt
g, REBREAARLEL. #—F W, FHORL, 42 —FFUHGRE, W
TREES SR CHE, BEELZHGAATTHELL (FEXHLALL), A% —
AR ERE ER TR E, HERTREENTYE, BT+FH, CEFREBL
XKo" MEEN—F: “XEBELENMRFEL, HEREEBT, RALEAFLRET W@
EFA T EE— AT, NELHFST RO, BrRE AR ORF: "X LA fRMRE
T, EiZs!”

Nk T B

mi o 2D




[3] MFEWEH, EARZIARTEF LS, IEARFTHATHOXE. £
WRFTFRET L, FHAREXWER L, Tz HELNY 1 A5 Kt kAn g
fto fltm, KREE-NUREENTF, FXNRRAGILCARR/ L “ A2 L
—HAHE, AEBRFTEALL, AZRHREACEREN—®@, AR, (An epi-
sode of humour or kindness touches and amuses him here and there ) T 75 1% & W 1§ % it % Fn
MEAY E, FXREELHMBRE L, BAE/RR T~ - HLEE-—TEF X
BEANBERR, Plin, E_FHREFH, FHE-TTHRETHRF, “FTELEA
KAEAF, B O E A" (will not be oppressed, I take it, by his own or other people’s
hilarity ), 2| 7 G5k, KR EXM N RMaE, REMAN T T REXIRE K, KK
o A R AT R ZE A SREY.” (but the general impression is one more melancholy than
mirthful ) B % N, XAFHREXFEHEAEEE, ARG RGBS, BT TIE
DL AR R

[4] AT HERNENEMAERGFERS N, MO RYEETELZN IR, THEF
MNAERG T AEELHETRE X, HoHAER, M E XCEEFESRHEEAERATARE
KR, RYBRENERBAZIN, RORINFLELEZEXREEN, =2V £
ik —mEA (), —AAERENEL (KK), —aFd (RE), —HEEHF
FHWERL (BRK), —HEE (RE), TH, XEXFWELZARNETHLE, A
T pERE RS, BFHIEEKRL) 4L (But persons who think otherwise, ) 17 2%
( There are scenes of all sorts: ) & — K, #E K T GG LB AEERIER, ARLAY
B, 7—7H, BA—K—EWEHFTR, TEREZHENEH (variation) LA, 7 [HLA
BHFEAM K- F LR, FEHFAECELRNTR, TH, BENEEZESL L
I,

[5] AW N RER K, X Rk UEATR, E—WEFNIES M
WES, DR EMBEANNEGN, SUEN, RRELMHFRGRAN, W7HOEHK
BRERNIFRRAERE, BEFX—MEANATXFT R, BT T ARG
M, B -y R EAARL, EGARE, BART XHENWKAEAEZ S, K
WENKER 2L ZXEN, flan, EFE_GRFMTXE, LLTUHMRE k- 2K
Wy REMPGERE, MW AIE T R I E R e gg . WE R, AREM,
Wikl ARER. FTHERH. s ARFNEEMRGE, EETUREHRE=TNRE
MR

[6] A& LUSHEIRE, WREBMEF-NTHEENTH. A F L, %R -NGERSE
FUAALER R oy — 431, AR RS . BT A, EROTHAEEBERLER, MRFY
HEWEFEFTRENCHBR, flm,

—FgM. 27, ME, ke, BT, TE, RE, %, RIF, Fe, BE, A

i, Ik, BA, RE, 5, BF, A, vx, Rk, Bk, it

ZFgM RN, RE%, KREA, FRK, REE, @4, £0¥, 2+F



NN

KRR R AN /J\ ],R él%ilﬂ i%

WM. PR, FERE, BNEE, FTRIA, EAKE, AR
WA—M, R TR RIE, LR E LT A mdRLAR?

(R
XLVIII

IN WHICH THE READER IS INTRODUCED
TO THE VERY BEST OF COMPANY
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Ht last Becky’s kindness and attention to the chief of her husband’s family were destined to meet with an ex-
ceeding great reward, a reward which, though certainly somewhat unsubstantial, the little woman coveted with

greater eagerness than more positive benefits. If she did not wish to lead a virtuous life, at least she desired to

enjoy a character for virtue, and we know that no lady in the genteel world can possess this desideratum, until
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she has put on a train” and feathers and has been presented to her Sovereign at Court?. From that august inter-
view they come out stamped as honest women. The Lord Chamberlain® gives them a certificate of virtue. And
as dubious goods or letters are passed through an oven at quarantine, sprinkled with aromatic vinegar, and then
pronounced clean, many a lady, whose reputation would be doubtful otherwise and liable to give infection,
passes through the wholesome ordeal of the Royal presence@ and issues from it free from all taint.

It might be very well for my Lady Bareacres, my Lady Tufto, Mrs. Bute Crawley in the country, and other
ladies who had come into contact with Mrs. Rawdon Crawley to cry fie” at the idea of the odious little adven-
turess making her curtsey before the Sovereign, and to declare that, if dear good Queen Charlotte® had been
alive, she never would have admitted such an extremely ill-regulated personage into her chaste drawing-room.
But when we consider that it was the First Gentleman in Europe” in whose high presence Mrs. Rawdon passed
her examination, and as it were, took her degree in reputation, it surely must be flat disloyalty to doubt any
more about her virtue. I, for my part, look back with love and awe to that Great Character in history. Ah, what
a high and noble appreciation of Gentlewomanhood there must have been in Vanity Fair, when that revered and
august being was invested, by the universal acclaim of the refined and educated portion of this empire, with the
title of Premier Gentilhomme of his Kingdom@. Do you remember, dear M —?, oh friend of my youth, how
one blissful night five-and-twenty years since, the “Hypocrite™ being acted, Elliston being manager, Dowton
and Liston performers, two boys had leave from their loyal masters to go out from Slaughter-House School”
where they were educated and to appear on Drury Lane stage, amongst a crowd which assembled there to greet
the king. THE KING? There he was. Beefeaters” were before the august box; the Marquis of Steyne (Lord
of the Powder Closet) and other great officers of state were behind the chair on which he sat, HE sat — florid of
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face, portly of person, covered with orders” and in a rich curling head of hair — how we sang God save him!
How the house rocked and shouted with that magnificent music. How they cheered, and cried, and waved
handkerchiefs. Ladies wept; mothers clasped their children; some fainted with emotion. People were suffocat-
ed in the pit, shrieks and groans rising up amidst the writhing and shouting mass there of his people who were,
and indeed showed themselves almost to be, ready to die for him. Yes, we saw him. Fate cannot deprive us of
THAT. Others have seen Napoleon. Some few still exist who have beheld Frederick the Great, Doctor Johnson,
Marie Antoinette, & c. — be it our reasonable boast to our children, that we saw George the Good, the Magnif-
icent, the Great.

Well, there came a happy day in Mrs. Rawdon Crawley’s existence when this angel was admitted into the
paradise of a Court which she coveted, her sister-in-law acting as her godmother. On the appointed day, Sir Pitt
and his lady, in their great family carriage (just newly built, and ready for the Baronet’s assumption of the of-
fice of High Sheriff of his county®), drove up to the little house in Curzon Street, to the edification of Raggles,
who was watching from his greengrocer’s shop, and saw fine plums within, and enormous bunches of flowers
in the breasts of the new livery-coats of the footmen.

Sir Pitt, in a glittering uniform, descended and went into Curzon Street, his sword between his legs. Little
Rawdon stood with his face against the parlour window-panes, smiling and nodding with all his might to his
aunt in the carriage within; and presently Sir Pitt issued forth from the house again, leading forth a lady with
grand feathers, covered in a white shawl, and holding up daintily a train of magnificent brocade. She stepped
into the vehicle as if she were a princess and accustomed all her life to go to Court, smiling graciously on the
footman at the door and on Sir Pitt, who followed her into the carriage.

Then Rawdon followed in his old Guard’s uniform, which had grown woefully shabby, and was much too
tight. He was to have followed the procession and waited upon his sovereign in a cab, but that his good-na-
tured sister-in-law insisted that they should be a family party. The coach was large, the ladies not very big, they
would hold their trains in their laps — finally, the four went fraternally together, and their carriage presently
joined the line of royal equipages which was making its way down Piccadilly and St. James’s Street, towards
the old brick palace where the Star of Brunswick® was in waiting to receive his nobles and gentlefolks.

Becky felt as if she could bless the people out of the carriage windows, so elated was she in spirit, and so
strong a sense had she of the dignified position which she had at last attained in life. Even our Becky had her
weaknesses, and as one often sees how men pride themselves upon excellences which others are slow to per-
ceive: how, for instance, Comus firmly believes that he is the greatest tragic actor in England; how Brown, the
famous novelist, longs to be considered, not a man of genius, but a man of fashion; while Robinson, the great
lawyer, does not in the least care about his reputation in Westminster Hall®, but believes himself incomparable
across country and at a five-barred gate — so to be, and to be thought, a respectable woman was Becky’s aim
in life, and she got up the genteel with amazing assiduity, readiness, and success. We have said, there were
times when she believed herself to be a fine lady and forgot that there was no money in the chest at home —
duns round the gate, tradesmen to coax and wheedle — no ground to walk upon, in a word. And as she went to
Court in the carriage, the family carriage, she adopted a demeanour so grand, self-satisfied, deliberate, and im-
posing that it made even Lady Jane laugh. She walked into the royal apartments with a toss of the head which
would have befitted an empress, and [ have no doubt had she been one, she would have become the character
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perfectly.

We are authorized to state that Mrs. Rawdon Crawley’s costume de cour” on the occasion of her pre-
sentation to the Sovereign was of the most elegant and brilliant description. Some ladies we may have seen —
we who wear stars and cordons and attend the St. James’s assemblies, or we, who, in muddy boots, dawdle up
and down Pall Mall® and peep into the coaches as they drive up with the great folks in their feathers — some
ladies of fashion, I say, we may have seen, about two o’clock of the forenoon of a levee day, as the laced-
jacketed band of the Life Guards are blowing triumphal marches seated on those prancing music-stools, their
cream-coloured chargers®— who are by no means lovely and enticing objects at that early period of noon. A
stout countess of sixty, decolletee,” painted, wrinkled with rouge up to her drooping eyelids, and diamonds
twinkling in her wig, is a wholesome and edifying, but not a pleasant sight. She has the faded look of a St.
James’s Street illumination, as it may be seen of an early morning, when half the lamps are out, and the others
are blinking wanly, as if they were about to vanish like ghosts before the dawn. Such charms as those of which
we catch glimpses while her ladyship’s carriage passes should appear abroad at night alone. If even Cynthia@
looks haggard of an afternoon, as we may see her sometimes in the present winter season, with Phoebus® sta
ring her out of countenance from the opposite side of the heavens, how much more can old Lady Castlemouldy
keep her head up when the sun is shining full upon it through the chariot windows, and showing all the chinks
and crannies with which time has marked her face! No. Drawing—rooms@ should be announced for November,
or the first foggy day, or the elderly sultanas® of our Vanity Fair should drive up in closed litters, descend in a
covered way, and make their curtsey to the Sovereign under the protection of lamplight.

Our beloved Rebecca had no need, however, of any such a friendly halo to set off her beauty. Her comple
xion could bear any sunshine as yet, and her dress, though if you were to see it now, any present lady of Vanity
Fair would pronounce it to be the most foolish and preposterous attire ever worn, was as handsome in her eyes
and those of the public, some five-and-twenty years since, as the most brilliant costume of the most famous
beauty of the present season. A score of years hence that too, that milliner’s wonder, will have passed into the
domain of the absurd, along with all previous vanities. But we are wandering too much. Mrs. Rawdon’s dress
was pronounced to be charmante® on the eventful day of her presentation. Even good little Lady Jane was
forced to acknowledge this effect, as she looked at her kinswoman, and owned sorrowfully to herself that she
was quite inferior in taste to Mrs. Becky.

She did not know how much care, thought, and genius Mrs. Rawdon had bestowed upon that garment.
Rebecca had as good taste as any milliner in Europe, and such a clever way of doing things as Lady Jane little
understood. The latter quickly spied out the magnificence of the brocade of Becky’s train, and the splendour of
the lace on her dress.

The brocade was an old remnant, Becky said; and as for the lace, it was a great bargain. She had had it
these hundred years.

“My dear Mrs. Crawley, it must have cost a little fortune,” Lady Jane said, looking down at her own lace,

which was not nearly so good; and then examining the quality of the ancient brocade which formed the mate-
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rial of Mrs. Rawdon’s Court dress, she felt inclined to say that she could not afford such fine clothing, but
checked that speech, with an effort, as one uncharitable to her kinswoman.

And yet, if Lady Jane had known all, I think even her kindly temper would have failed her. The fact is,
when she was putting Sir Pitt’s house in order, Mrs. Rawdon had found the lace and the brocade in old ward-
robes, the property of the former ladies of the house, and had quietly carried the goods home, and had suited
them to her own little person. Briggs saw her take them, asked no questions, told no stories; but I believe quite
sympathised with her on this matter, and so would many another honest woman.

And the diamonds — “Where the doose did you get the diamonds, Becky?” said her husband, admiring
some jewels which he had never seen before and which sparkled in her ears and on her neck with brilliance
and profusion.

Becky blushed a little and looked at him hard for a moment. Pitt Crawley blushed a little too, and looked
out of window. The fact is, he had given her a very small portion of the brilliants; a pretty diamond clasp,
which confined a pearl necklace which she wore — and the Baronet had omitted to mention the circumstance
to his lady.

Becky looked at her husband, and then at Sir Pitt, with an air of saucy triumph — as much as to say, “Shall
I betray you?”

“Guess!” she said to her husband. “Why, you silly man,” she continued, “where do you suppose I got them? —
all except the little clasp, which a dear friend of mine gave me long ago. I hired them, to be sure. I hired them
at Mr. Polonius’s, in Coventry Street. You don’t suppose that all the diamonds which go to Court belong to the
wearers; like those beautiful stones which Lady Jane has, and which are much handsomer than any which I
have, I am certain.”

“They are family jewels,”’said Sir Pitt, again looking uneasy. And in this family conversation the carriage
rolled down the street, until its cargo was finally discharged at the gates of the palace where the Sovereign was
sitting in state.

The diamonds, which had created Rawdon’s admiration, never went back to Mr. Polonius, of Coventry
Street, and that gentleman never applied for their restoration, but they retired into a little private repository, in
an old desk, which Amelia Sedley had given her years and years ago, and in which Becky kept a number of
useful and, perhaps, valuable things, about which her husband knew nothing. To know nothing, or little, is in
the nature of some husbands. To hide, in the nature of how many women? Oh, ladies! how many of you have
surreptitious milliners’ bills? How many of you have gowns and bracelets which you daren’t show, or which
you wear trembling? — trembling, and coaxing with smiles the husband by your side, who does not know the
new velvet gown from the old one, or the new bracelet from last year’s, or has any notion that the ragged-look-
ing yellow lace scarf cost forty guineas and that Madame Bobinot is writing dunning letters every week for the
money!

Thus Rawdon knew nothing about the brilliant diamond ear-rings, or the superb brilliant ornament which
decorated the fair bosom of his lady; but Lord Steyne, who was in his place at Court, as Lord of the Powder
Closet, and one of the great dignitaries and illustrious defences of the throne of England, and came up with all
his stars, garters, collars, and cordons, and paid particular attention to the little woman, knew whence the je
wels came and who paid for them.

As he bowed over her he smiled, and quoted the hackneyed and beautiful lines from The Rape of the

@9

Lock™ about Belinda’s diamonds, “which Jews might kiss and infidels adore.
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“But I hope your lordship is orthodox,” said the little lady with a toss of her head. And many ladies round
about whispered and talked, and many gentlemen nodded and whispered, as they saw what marked attention
the great nobleman was paying to the little adventuress.

What were the circumstances of the interview between Rebecca Crawley, nee Sharp”, and her Imperial
Master, it does not become such a feeble and inexperienced pen as mine to attempt to relate. The dazzled eyes
close before that Magnificent Idea. Loyal respect and decency tell even the imagination not to look too keenly
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and audaciously about the sacred audience-chamber, but to back away rapidly, silently, and respectfully, mak-
ing profound bows out of the August Presence.

This may be said, that in all London there was no more loyal heart than Becky’s after this interview. The
name of her king was always on her lips, and he was proclaimed by her to be the most charming of men.
She went to Colnaghi’s and ordered the finest portrait of him that art had produced, and credit could supply.
She chose that famous one in which the best of monarchs is represented in a frock-coat with a fur collar, and
breeches and silk stockings, simpering on a sofa from under his curly brown wig. She had him painted in a
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brooch and wore it — indeed she amused and somewhat pestered her acquaintance with her perpetual talk
about his urbanity and beauty. Who knows! Perhaps the little woman thought she might play the part of a
Maintenon® or a Pompadour.@’

But the finest sport of all after her presentation was to hear her talk virtuously. She had a few female ac-
quaintances, not, it must be owned, of the very highest reputation in Vanity Fair. But being made an honest
woman of, so to speak, Becky would not consort any longer with these dubious ones, and cut Lady Cra
ckenbury when the latter nodded to her from her opera-box, and gave Mrs. Washington White the go-by in the
Ring. “One must, my dear, show one is somebody,” she said. “One mustn’t be seen with doubtful people. I
pity Lady Crackenbury from my heart, and Mrs. Washington White may be a very good-natured person. YOU
may go and dine with them, as you like your rubber. But I mustn’t, and won’t; and you will have the goodness
to tell Smith to say I am not at home when either of them calls.”

The particulars of Becky’s costume were in the newspapers — feathers, lappets, superb diamonds, and all
the rest. Lady Crackenbury read the paragraph in bitterness of spirit and discoursed to her followers about the
airs which that woman was giving herself. Mrs. Bute Crawley and her young ladies in the country had a copy
of the Morning Post from town, and gave a vent to their honest indignation. “If you had been sandy-haired,
green-eyed, and a French rope-dancer’s daughter,” Mrs. Bute said to her eldest girl (who, on the contrary, was
a very swarthy, short, and snub-nosed young lady), “You might have had superb diamonds forsooth, and have
been presented at Court by your cousin, the Lady Jane. But you’re only a gentlewoman, my poor dear child.
You have only some of the best blood in England in your veins, and good principles and piety for your portion.
I, myself, the wife of a Baronet’s younger brother, too, never thought of such a thing as going to Court — nor
would other people, if good Queen Charlotte had been alive.” In this way the worthy Rectoress consoled her-

self, and her daughters sighed and sat over the Peerage all night.
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To know nothing, or little, is in the nature in some husbands. To hide, in the nature of how
many women? Oh, ladies! How many of you have surreptitious milliners’ bills? How many of
you have gowns and bracelets which you daren’t show, or which you wear trembling? —

trembling, and coaxing with smiles the husband by your side, ...
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Lady Crackenbury read the paragraph in bitterness of spirit and discoursed to her
followers about the airs which that woman was giving herself.
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VOLUME 1: THE GOLDEN DAYS ( 4 4 ) (1-26)

VOLUME 2: THE CRAB-FLOWER CLUB ( # %4t ) (27-53)
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VOLUME 3: THE WARNING VOICE ( %tz % ) (54-80)

VOLUME 4: THE DEBT OF TEARS (if3E1E ¢ ) (81-98)

VOLUME 5: THE DREAMER WAKES ( #1457 # ) (99-120)
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(FEXA)

The Story of the Stone (excerpts)

by Cao Xueqin
CHAPTER 1
Zhen Shi-yin makes the Stone s
acquaintance in a dream
And Jia Yu-cun finds that poverty is not incompatible
with romantic feelings
GENTLE READER,

What, you may ask, was the origin of this book?

Though the answer to this question may at first seem to border on the absurd, reflection will show that there
is a good deal more in it than meets the eye. """
Long ago, when the goddess Nii-wa was repairing the sky, she melted down a great quantity of rock and, on

the Incredible Crags of the Great Fable Mountains, moulded the amalgam into thirty-six thousand, five hun-
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dred and one large building blocks, each measuring seventy-two feet by a hundred and forty-four feet square.
She used thirty-six thousand five hundred of these blocks in the course of her building operations, leaving a
single odd block unused, which lay, all on its own, at the foot of Greensickness Peak in the aforementioned
mountains.

Now this block of stone, having undergone the melting and moulding of a goddess, possessed magic
powers. It could move about at will and could grow or shrink to any size it wanted. Observing that all the other
blocks had been used for celestial repairs and that it was the only one to have been rejected as unworthy, it be-
came filled with shame and resentment and passed its days in sorrow and lamentation. R

One day, in the midst of its lamentings, it saw a monk and a Taoist approaching from a great distance,
each of them remarkable for certain eccentricities of manner and appearance. When they arrived at the foot of
Greensickness Peak, they sat down on the ground and began to talk. The monk, catching sight of a lustrous,
translucent stone — it was in fact the rejected building block which had now shrunk itself to the size of a fan —
pendant and looked very attractive in its new shape — took it up on the palm of his hand and addressed it with
a smile:

‘Ha, I see you have magical properties! But nothing to recommend you. I shall have to cut a few words on
you so that anyone seeing you will know at once that you are something special. After that I shall take you to a
certain

brilliant
successful
poetical
cultivated
aristocratic
elegant
delectable
luxurious
opulent
locality on a little trip.’
The stone was delighted.

‘What words will you cut? Where is this place you will take me to? I beg to be enlightened.’

‘Do not ask,’replied the monk with a laugh. “You will know soon enough when the time comes.’

And with that he slipped the stone into his sleeve and set off at a great pace with the Taoist. But where they
both went to I have no idea. '™’

Countless acons went by and a certain Taoist called Vanitas in quest of the secret of immortality chanced to
be passing below that same Greensickness Peak in the Incredible Crags of the Great Fable Mountains when he
caught sight of a large stone standing there, on which the characters of a long inscription were clearly discer-
nible.

Vanitas read the inscription through from beginning to end and learned that this was a once lifeless stone
block which had been found unworthy to repair the sky, but which had magically transformed its shape and
been taken down by the Buddhist mahasattva Impervioso and the Taoist illuminate Mysterioso into the world
of mortals, where it had lived out the life of a man before finally attaining Nirvana and returning to the other
shore. The inscription named the country where it had been born, and went into considerable detail about its
domestic life, youthful amours, and even the verses, mottoes and riddles it had written. All it lacked was the

authentication of a dynasty and date. On the back of the stone was inscribed the following quatrain: | "™
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Found unfit to repair the azure sky,

Long years a foolish mortal man was I.

My life in both worlds on this stone is writ:
Pray who will copy out and publish it? Lirars ]

From his reading of the inscription Vanitas realized that this was a stone of some consequence. Accordingly he
addressed himself to it in the following manner:

‘Brother Stone, according to what you yourself seem to imply in these verses, this story of yours contains
matter of sufficient interest to merit publication and has been carved here with that end in view. But as far as
I can see (a) it has no discoverable dynastic period, and (b) it contains no examples of moral grandeur among
its characters—no statesmanship, no social message of any kind. All I can find in it, in fact, are a number of
females, conspicuous, if at all, only for their passion or folly or for some trifling talent or insignificant virtue.
Even if [ were to copy all this out, I cannot see that it would make a very remarkable book.’

‘Come, your reverence,” said the stone (for Vanitas had been correct in assuming that it could speak) ‘must
you be so obtuse? All the romances ever written have an artificial period setting— Han or Tang for the most
part. In refusing to make use of that stale old convention and telling my Story of the Stone exactly as it oc-
curred, it seems to me that, far from depriving it of anything, I have given it a freshness those other books do
not have.” "¢/

“Your so-called “historical romances”, consisting, as they do, of scandalous anecdotes about statesmen and
emperors of bygone days and scabrous attacks on the reputations of longdead gentlewomen, contain more
wickedness and immorality than I care to mention. Still worse is the “erotic novel”, by whose filthy obscenities
our young folk are all too easily corrupted. And the “boudoir romances”, those dreary stereotypes with their
volume after volume all pitched on the same note and their different characters undistinguishable except by
name (all those ideally beautiful young ladies and ideally eligible young bachelors) —even they seem unable
to avoid descending sooner or later into indecency.’

‘The trouble with this last kind of romance is that it only gets written in the first place because the author
requires a framework in which to show off his love-poems. He goes about constructing this framework quite
mechanically, beginning with the names of his pair of young lovers and invariably adding a third character, a
servant or the like, to make mischief between them, like the chou in a comedy.’

‘What makes these romances even more detestable is the stilted bombastic language — inanities dressed in
pompous rhetoric, remote alike from nature and common sense and teeming with the grossest absurdities.’ S

‘Surely my “number of females”, whom I spent half a lifetime studying with my own eyes and ears, are
preferable to this kind of stuff? I do not claim that they are better people than the ones who appear in books
written before my time; I am only saying that the contemplation of their actions and motives may prove a more
effective antidote to boredom and melancholy. And even the inelegant verses with which my story is inter-
larded could serve to entertain and amuse on those convivial occasions when rhymes and riddles are in demand.’

‘All that my story narrates, the meetings and partings, the joys and sorrows, the ups and downs of fortune,
are recorded exactly as they happened. I have not dared to add the tiniest bit of touching-up, for fear of losing
the true picture.’

‘My only wish is that men in the world below may sometimes pick up this tale when they are recovering
from sleep or drunkenness, or when they wish to escape from business worries or a fit of the dumps, and in
doing so find not only mental refreshment but even perhaps, if they will heed its lesson and abandon their vain
and frivolous pursuits, some small arrest in the deterioration of their vital forces. What does your reverence
say to that?’ L]
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For a long time Vanitas stood lost in thought, pondering this speech. He then subjected the Story of the
Stone to a careful second reading. He could see that its main theme was love; that it consisted quite simply of a
true record of real events; and that it was entirely free from any tendency to deprave and corrupt. He therefore
copied it all out from beginning to end and took it back with him to look for a publisher. e

As a consequence of all this, Vanitas, starting off in the Void (which is Truth) came to the contemplation of
Form (which is Illusion); and from Form engendered Passion; and by communicating Passion, entered again
into Form; and from Form awoke to the Void (which is Truth). He therefore changed his name from Vanitas to
Brother Amor, or the Passionate Monk, (because he had approached Truth by way of Passion), and changed
the title of the book from The Story of the Stone to The Tale of Brother Amor. 1"

Old Kong Mei-xi from the homeland of Confucius called the book A4 Mirror for the Romantic. Wu Yu-feng
called it A Dream of Golden Days. Cao Xueqin in his Nostalgia Studio worked on it for ten years, in the course
of which he rewrote it no less than five times, dividing it into chapters, composing chapter headings, renaming
it The Twelve Beauties of Jinling, and adding an introductory quatrain. Red Inkstone restored the original title
when he recopied the book and added his second set of annotations to it. LA

This, then, is a true account of how The Story of the Stone came to be written.

Pages full of idle words

Penned with hot and bitter tears:
All men call the author fool;
None his secret message hears. Lz

It is a true saying that ‘time in idleness is quickly spent’. In no time at all it was Fifteenth Night, and Shi-
yin sent little Ying-lian out, in the charge of one of the servants called Calamity, to see the mummers and the
coloured lanterns. It was near midnight when Calamity, feeling an urgent need to relieve his bladder, put Ying-
lian down on someone’s doorstep while he went about his business, only to find, on his return, that the
child was nowhere to be seen. Frantically he searched for her throughout the rest of the night; but when day
dawned and he had still not found her, he took to his heels, not daring to face his master and mistress, and
made off for another part of the country.

Shi-yin and his wife knew that something must be wrong when their little girl failed to return home all
night. Then a search was made; but all those sent out were obliged in the end to report that no trace of her
could be found.

The shock of so sudden a loss to a middle-aged couple who had only ever had the one daughter can be
imagined. In tears every day and most of the night, they almost lost the will to go on living, and after about a
month like this first Shi-yin and then his wife fell ill, so that doctors and diviners were in daily attendance on
them, (#1713

Then, on the fifteenth of the third month, while frying cakes for an offering, the monk of Bottle-gourd Tem-
ple carelessly allowed the oil to catch alight, which set fire to the paper window. And, since the houses in this
area all had wooden walls and bamboo fences — though also, doubtless, because they were doomed to destruc-
tion anyway — the fire leaped from house to house until the whole street was blazing away like a regular Fiery
Mountain; and though the firemen came to put it out, by the time they arrived the fire was well under way and
long past controlling, and roared away all night long until it had burnt itself out, rendering heaven knows how
many families homeless in the process.

Poor Zhens! Though they and their handful of domestics escaped unhurt, their house, which was only next
door to the temple, was soon reduced to a heap of rubble, while Shi-yin stood by helpless, groaning and stam-
ping in despair.
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After some discussion with his wife, Shi-yin decided that they should move to their farm in the country;
but a series of crop failures due to flooding and drought had led to widespread brigandage in those parts, and
government troops were out everywhere hunting down the mutinous peasants and making arrests. In such con-
ditions it was impossible to settle on the farm, so Shi-yin sold the land and, taking only two of the maids with
them, went with his wife to seek refuge with his father-in-law, Feng Su. [3#414]

This Feng Su was a Ru-zhou man who, though only a farmer by calling, had a very comfortable sufficiency.
He was somewhat displeased to see his son-in-law arriving like a refugee on his doorstep; but fortunately Shi-
yin had on him the money he had realized from the sale of the farm, and this he now entrusted to his father-in-
law to buy for him, as and when he could, a house and land on which he could depend for his future livelihood.
Feng Su embezzled about half of this sum and used the other half to provide him with a ruinous cottage and
some fields of poor, thin soil.

A scholar, with no experience of business or agricultural matters, Shi-yin now found himself poorer after
a year or two of struggle than when he had started. Feng Su would treat him to a few pearls of rustic wisdom
whenever they met, but behind his back would grumble to all and sundry about ‘incompetents’ and ‘people
who liked their food but were too lazy to work for it’, which caused Shi-yin great bitterness when it came to
his ears. The anxieties and injustices which now beset him, coming on top of the shocks he had suffered a year
or two previously, left a man of his years with little resistance to the joint onslaught of poverty and ill-health,
and gradually he began to betray the unmistakable symptoms of a decline. fans ]

One day, wishing to take his mind off his troubles for a bit, he had dragged himself, stick in hand, to the
main road, when it chanced that he suddenly caught sight of a Taoist with a limp— a crazy, erratic figure in
hempen sandals and tattered clothes, who chanted the following words to himself as he advanced towards him:

‘Men all know that salvation should be won,
But with ambition won’t have done, have done.
Where are the famous ones of days gone by?

In grassy graves they lie now, every one.

Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with their riches won’t have done, have done.
Each day they grumble they’ve not made enough.
When they’ve enough, it’s goodnight everyone!

Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with their loving wives they won’t have done.
The darlings every day protest their love;

But once you’re dead, they’re off with another one.

Men all know that salvation should be won,

But with their children won’t have done, have done.
Yet though of parents fond there is no lack,

Of grateful children saw I ne’er a one.’

Shi-yin approached the Taoist and questioned him. ‘What is all this you are saying? All I can make out is a lot
of “won” and “done”.’
‘If you can make out “won” and “done”,” replied the Taoist with a smile, ‘you may be said to have under-

stood; for in all the affairs of this world what is won is done, and what is done is won; for whoever has not yet
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done has not yet won, and in order to have won, one must first have done. I shall call my song the “Won-Done
Song?.’ 161

Shi-yin had always been quick-witted, and on hearing these words a flash of understanding had illuminat-
ed his mind. He therefore smiled back at the Taoist: ‘Wait a minute! How would you like me to provide your
“Won-Done Song” with a commentary?’

‘Please do!” said the Taoist; and Shi-yin proceeded as follows:

‘Mean hovels and abandoned halls

Where courtiers once paid daily calls;

Bleak haunts where weeds and willows scarcely thrive
Were once with mirth and revelry alive.

Whilst cobwebs shroud the mansion’s gilded beams,
The cottage casement with choice muslin gleams.
Would you of perfumed elegance recite?

Even as you speak, the raven locks turn white.
Who yesterday her lord’s bones laid in clay,

On silken bridal-bed shall lie today.

Coffers with gold and silver filled;

Now, in a trice, a tramp by all reviled.

One at some other’s short life gives a sigh,

Not knowing that he, too, goes home — to die!
The sheltered and well-educated lad,

In spite of all your care, may turn out bad;

And the delicate, fastidious maid

End in a foul stews, plying a shameful trade.

The judge whose hat is too small for his head
Wears, in the end, a convict’s cangue instead.
Who shivering once in rags bemoaned his fate,
Today finds fault with scarlet robes of state.

In such commotion does the world’s theatre rage:
As each one leaves, another takes the stage.

In vain we roam:

Each in the end must call a strange land home.
Each of us with that poor girl may compare

Who sews a wedding-gown for another bride to wear.” |7

‘A very accurate commentary!’ cried the mad, lame Taoist, clapping his hands delightedly.

But Shi-yin merely snatched the satchel that hung from the other’s shoulder and slung it from his own, and
with a shout of ‘Let’s go!” and without even waiting to call back home, he strode off into the wide world in the
company of the madman.

This event made a great uproar in the little town, and news of it was relayed from gossip to gossip until it
reached the ears of Mrs Zhen, who cried herself into fits when she heard it. After consulting her father, she sent
men out to inquire everywhere after her husband; but no news of him was to be had.

It was now imperative that she should move in with her parents and look to them for support. Fortunately
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she still had the two maids who had stayed on with her from the Soochow days, and by sewing and embroider-
ing morning, noon and night, she and her women were able to make some contribution to her father’s income.
The latter still found daily occasion to complain, but there was very little he could do about it.

One day the elder of the two maids was purchasing some silks at the door when she heard the criers clear-
ing the street and all the people began to tell each other that the new mandarin had arrived. She hid in the
doorway and watched the guards and runners marching past two by two. But when the mandarin in his black
hat and scarlet robe of office was borne past in his great chair, she stared for some time as though puzzled. ‘Where
have I seen that mandarin before?’ she wondered. ‘His face looks extraordinarily familiar.” But presently she
went into the house again and gave the matter no further thought.

That night, just as they were getting ready for bed, there was suddenly a great commotion at the door and a

confused hubbub of voices shouting that someone was wanted at the yamen for questioning, which so terrified

Feng Su that he was momentarily struck dumb and could only stare. LS ]

If you wish to know what further calamity this portended, you will have to read the following chapter. e
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%, —H, BNETXMEUXFRERE HEA, XERKFEANELZ AR BT RE
R, Prolmg LA, X4, AR TEXEANRNELNAZE, DABEEZHILS,
EXAAHE, m—F W@, wmAESGaFEu2me, fla, EREHE LT UURER, &
FEFTE MY XFREHE. FEEARCRIL A LETAHIER,” (Vanitas had been
correct in assuming that it could speak ) XAFE MMIAHH, ELUAFETRELLE—NE
T AW

[7] ETHEHANRNEAE, X ERERIBIUMA, F——mPliFit, 3 CHE it
KL, 4, % ¥ (Historical romance ). X A % % (erotic novel ). # A4 F%+ (boudoir
romance) ., £T&a—M, BRT¥EL, F&E, BF. XEHMLY “EAL T (all those
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ideally beautiful young ladies and ideally eligible young bachelors ) = 4, 3% B & 8y /N I 4 4
T—AwxXHy “H” FHFEF (chouin a comedy) , AL E, X FXFhiE=E, |

“HhzF, FXER —XFEFAXERAMIERE, FXURERE, 7%
LBk stilted, bombastic language

from nature and common sense and teeming with the grossest absurdities,

inanities dressed in pompous rhetoric, remote alike

8] TH—BEEEHSEETHNL TN, EAE-—NABRENXF, BTERET
Bl X oA, JEXBEMANBRRFEHG M FHE, AIABMEFIRE-—MEELSFR
o BA, AXMNBEET, AR A ENGTHERAL: —AEMBRTAERABDELNE
HBEFPHEAGIN— A%, BHEREABEE N, “S2ZA, MEEHITKFAHE
BZH? F-AERAEVRAECHERNRAGAUE, HE “THABLAEAL, LEL
B, BRT AWML, FTRAXBARDEFRARREZ R P HFRZUBREIANNE,
EMEUE, MEEERARIT, RAARGELE; BHEERENT 2, EEEMA X
AUEEMELNR S, AT R2EFEXENRE, B,

[9] MABEFAMTRAEBNBELZGEMEAERKT ., WiEBELEF, “BFEHFAN
R, e FMKERYFEK, FHET X—KBXF, BXRAAT=AGF: &—
HEE & (FXR); FHFRERE, TILLREE; FZHHPFEX, Pt
o K “BHEEL, RAHWE, ZHEL FHAME, ROXBTHENEE,
BT ZEET.

[10] FEEFRHINEHHIAEE (LBE) YEEEARXEE, BIFRRIEE,
Blim, “B= e, HELF, EHENE, HEEZ", ot “27 BRAHANE XL
MEERERNEL, BEhHFEXMNEEATZN; “&7 WFEAALEEHHER,
T EABAEREGEREN, XM, ROERZWHEN T, &ESH WIF M K
o TEEH Void (the truth) # “%” . Form (illusion) ¥ “@&” . Passion ¥ “I§”, &
AEALHEBTRTWER, BH#EIT -ANEXR, BHBFELE, FR,

[11] xF (ait#) —FWENEL, ERBAEF P ZXFLIEN:

A. % k1T The Story of the Stone

B. [§14 5% The Tale of Brother Amor

C. A H =5 A Mirror for the Romantic

D. 4%+ Z 4 The Twelve Beauties of Jinling

E. #1# 4 A Dream of Golden Days

BT NEEWNLT LN, —DNEAL, —NEML, Zo T

A8 #1 % Red Inkstone

2 41 4F Nostalgia Studio

—MEREENALZ: UEFLAERERR/EN, HFFR ‘a7 FHENE4L,
MY TRIFWAE, BHVEERBEFR, AXPWaARE., 5. AM0WHRE, TLE
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PXRWER, KL, RANEE . XAFEET DB SRR AR

[12] ANER “HA—%=" XHAANT R, AEXHEFPARELT (X
WY ME 4L, MHLAUATEHERLEANHE T, TX—FFATWEE, A - LTH
WA, e, Fidle words®kiF “FtEE", Hhot and bitter tearskiF “FEIE", Hin
penned with ( H54% ) &%, ¥ “” & Hfool (£ ), “HFwk” & Whis secret message ( [&
BWERE), %, HHEAUEMBER, Am—F/ NFWEE, WAL FRENEE, BA
KB W R R R RN, (23 HE IR D,

[13] UTEAZF _Hn, HHEZMLBRNE, EESFY, T WA -, ZZ£A
HELEETEWNAY, —T—LtWaiE, RIHLSTEEMAABHXEZ, UEANMAN
ERTGAENENE R R, ENREE (RK) 24, BB (L) k1, kEZA
SERENBEEE, —WEENTHFERE T A, L “WALRASZE”, dwsl
ARG B. ERMA T, HEF (Calamity ), WA FFIEH, MHEEN L FHFTF,
AN REEER; C. W—of8, BEh—F, BXMA=ZF, FENERRFR, KM
BARE; D. ENFEFR L, BXRELKL, BRUK, ARRT. AW RE—FHF
W, U@EEEE.

PP FREAA K, RALK, ERAF, BRERRS, LEFREL, &

E—-RARAE, ZABREIRAR, S8 RFEARE, 2ERE., (£F58#F)

[14] UTFEAKN—F, BXHESHET, ARAH., ARHFWEAE, flp “=
HA-+E”, F Tthe fifteenth of the third monthth & ¥, VI GFEEHRE, T “H_E=, #
ZH AT, N4k F 3 SCHY AE LK % from house to house, Hi44n “3 & 7 & fBotle-gourd
Temple, “X¥i1l1” & ¥ Fiery Mountain, # T2, PAPoor Zhens! ¥y —4], & H &S EA HAE
By, Ta#h. MUBER “BREKX” X, WMEATZRZ ., AEHE -,
WHREZEFIURFEXLN TR, ERUTHELNLT “HA” (B, HEEFE, #
%Y B E

[15] XHF B ERZ A, x THHHRXF, LHE- BRSO KILL0E,
EXWEFLRIR. —HERX-—RESAHEHE, fl, HER BROATER", FXE
W BRI AR (like a refugee on this doorstep ) ; WAL “FE 270" &4 55 Hi,
FEN “FMEERFMEER" (asand when he could ) . & AFF 2 “APH 7 (8 -k
W, W 5% EEATE,” (Feng Suembezzled about half of this sum and used the other half
to provide him with a ruinous cottage and some fields of poor, thin soil. )

EXFHFHTE—TER, TEARSELE - NI FWALE: “TREZATH,
""" FHAME R TN RER, WERAELKRECEFWART, T UEEF
CHTE R R AR R

A. The anxieties and injustices which now beset him,

B. coming on top of the shocks he had suffered a year or two previously,
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C. left a man of his years with little resistance to the joint onslaught of poverty and ill-health,
D. and gradually he began to betray the unmistakable symptoms of a decline.

[16] 2L (FTH) ALV BER, MERENFRTIE LT, XHEAHTUSITH
WTHA&HE:

A. #rALWon-Done Song & #f1i%, & X WY1, iEWEF;

B. ####won, done, one, 8 7 % ZATH R LA, A &#HE, MESHAHT, +
A5

C. ¥ FwiEs, “4” (won) 5§ “7” (done) , EHMXWERFHELIA, HH/D
PLH B, U E 2 A%,

D. BENFHNFHR, AA-FREYENIE XFHRYE, §FEXHEH;

E. Xy b, #FCH —MEFHNEM (salvation) Fek, 2R B #E %
BT ;

F. #EXMERANAEHRFHEZTENT, flan “Zh4” (ambition) . 48 (the fa-
mous ones ) . 4 4% (riches ). Z )il (grateful ). B (love) %;

G. RHHEAXN 2 HENFT, WEXWESHF EmEE ., 43,

[17] XF (&7 M) yBF, w7 AT LAWE:

A FEXCRER, BXNRARATHE, BAAE, BEEARE;

B. MAMNEXMIE, 0 4", RMFEREFN “LHRAE";

C. “BEK, WER" FELWE WD, A FEFL -+,

D. “BFE, LA FIERRE N IEFHF A BB E;

E. “2iE” 2#fH, AfE—ME R, “EE" (judge) & ALK H B AE XK 0935 %
F CHERBRE, SHESKT —4, AMERATHENE R MAM0NEE;
G. “ERE” HE “ROA s E® ST —HZW, £EH BN,

[18] UTNL¥XF, ZRFLEREEZEMS., fln, N “UT R HHF —4
B, AFNESEMN T TARFEEIARGWEENARLFTEREL A, HibiE RN
BT ERTALE, Ao, FXHTEBBEEHRT EERKANLE, i, “THEFAN
HE®YYE”, #C8 “HE” B4 “HMNEME” (from the Soochou days) , RAELE, &
WRERMERE— R EEY, BT “FIT (yamen) 24, HMERFEEF, EFA
VER, Plin “HF" (his great chair ) .

[19] AE &R G, FXKAFEGRNERARE, BFT “TRAMHRE XK KE
W T ik, B TWRSE T o E B EUN B U B . E50UE : If you wish to know what
further calamity this portended, you will have to read the following chapter.
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#»f% (Thomas Hardy, 1840—1928) , ¥ EF 4 /Nt EKFF A, il & 28, ERXHW
YT, MREEZFRAMEEXY, ERERIZTWNEERET, BRT X TYFhu#
By 2tim, FB, K/RCH ‘B FERIRWAHREE, Loh R R AL BE
ET WS, BRTIARETWINEE wxE 4, FBEMN TIENFET M wF i F
TTTRFER, BRETHNRNAMZ KA, FEATHNINE,; EEETE, BRK
MEETST, BRAEERMAR, TifE ChZIRAMBLFET, &b 4] 12 4t
TR RSN, XBME MR A BIERNEE L,

R RELIR E RN A — iR E R i, fbHE AT F A S
f, FEHEAEHE, ARETE N, EHFISTAEZRE NI AU (BELE) 25,
A HEHET, #(ES) 2, 1891F LKk (L) ZHhROREME, FRASHEF
A, MEAHXEBEE, MAIRRERE LW EZEEEEEZT, BRTAFN
HESfoEwE, UWREENFALE, T—HEA T BERERELT ENENERF
e, EAERE AL BB TIERE T ANE, BEMEENERE R K, Brw
AR, BA—MEGYEZR,

P RAE S B R SUR B E A R T o BB SR — 3 AR

AFE19, 20# 0 E L DBLR . FEACAR, E20# 305K P EAET, 24
AFAG G BIA T Bitd@mar. XFHA) LEET R IR EREFAMFHLK
Wk, 1935F 5, R DS EIFT R, BIA0FR K, RO T L HAA
THiER, P (BUEHEL) AREEEFANIFEKR, (B5) o (28
Fie) UHREAIKRESFE . BRABFANIFFR, (CbREZDHLE) BIFRMT3
Fr, BIEREGER (RikH) AT PERA, CGERK. £9E £%: (FEAL
REFELF L), EBIMNEHF HMAE20045F, $2317)

KAE (1903—1994) , w1 L REFAFTF, EALTEAF, T1930F% %, AET
1939F 19525 A4 ER¥HEH, FXEHRTIEAFE, HE1978FRIK, KAERLERFE
LW LEBER, —EBMBFETRREZH DN, (F2) (BL) m(RLWERE) ., BE
B (EL), EIDBSEMRZE, TIS4EEtAHBREFRER, KA LFEERERH
HATEEWEG . ENFRAEEE, KB (EL) TMMBINFTEENETEXFABANIESF
B, T EAHATSAER, BRANE T AR A aiR, o P EREHRE T FEm i E,

WA AR B IEE RAFE R AL, kias, RMUBBEHYEEHRE, @
BRBAXFR., T6. A2 AXFEFTEHRLE (L (FL) F68T) . X T
BEIM T, REEHIFARIN KRG TF, BAGITAT XEHRBORT 2k
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EFEEAMLBIL, BARTECHFAEFRFEMRE, YRT, R ELNAREL A
A, JFEEEE. (TIHRRY: (B1E2), #3853k wE. CGkeEMFL R
%), PETIMEE R RAE NG, 2004F 53277 )

REFHRT (GL) FEAETHENEENE, FHBETEHRERATES,
T R, MBEELT (RAEE)

[RXZ)

Tess of the D’ urbevrvilles (excerpts)
by Thomas Hardy

X1V

nt was a hazy sunrise in August. The denser nocturnal vapours, attacked by the warm beams, were dividing
and shrinking into isolated fleeces within hollows and coverts, where they waited till they should be dried

away to nothing.

The sun, on account of the mist, had a curious sentient, personal look, demanding the masculine pronoun
for its adequate expression. His present aspect, coupled with the lack of all human forms in the scene, ex-
plained the old-time heliolatries in a moment. One could feel that a saner religion had never prevailed under
the sky. The luminary was a golden-haired, beaming, mild-eyed, God-like creature, gazing down in the vigour
and intentness of youth upon an earth that was brimming with interest for him.

His light, a little later, broke through chinks of cottage shutters, throwing stripes like red-hot pokers upon
cupboards, chests of drawers, and other furniture within; and awakening harvesters who were not already astir.

But of all ruddy things that morning the brightest were two broad arms of painted wood, which rose from
the margin of a yellow cornfield hard by Marlott village. They, with two others below, formed the revolving
Maltese cross of the reaping-machine, which had been brought to the field on the previous evening to be ready
for operations this day. The paint with which they were smeared, intensified in hue by the sunlight, imparted to
them a look of having been dipped in liquid fire.

The field had already been ‘opened’; that is to say, a lane a few feet wide had been hand-cut through the
wheat along the whole circumference of the field, for the first passage of the horses and machine.

Two groups, one of men and lads, the other of women, had come down the lane just at the hour when the
shadows of the eastern hedge-top struck the west hedge midway, so that the heads of the groups were enjoying
sunrise while their feet were still in the dawn. They disappeared from the lane between the two stone posts
which flanked the nearest field-gate.

Presently there arose from within a ticking like the lovemaking of the grasshopper. The machine had begun,
and a moving concatenation of three horses and the aforesaid long rickety machine was visible over the gate, a
driver sitting upon one of the hauling horses, and an attendant on the seat of the implement. Along one side of
the field the whole wain went, the arms of the mechanical reaper revolving slowly, till it passed down the hill
quite out of sight. In a minute it came up on the other side of the field at the same equable pace; the glistening
brass star in the forehead of the fore horse first catching the eye as it rose into view over the stubble, then the
bright arms, and then the whole machine.

The narrow lane of stubble encompassing the field grew wider with each circuit, and the standing corn was
reduced to smaller area as the morning wore on. Rabbits, hares, snakes, rats, mice, retreated inwards as into a
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fastness, unaware of the ephemeral nature of their refuge, and of the doom that awaited them later in the day
when, their covert shrinking to a more and more horrible narrowness, they were huddled together, friends and
foes, till the last few yards of upright wheat fell also under the teeth of the unerring reaper, and they were
every one put to death by the sticks and stones of the harvesters.

The reaping-machine left the fallen corn behind it in little heaps, each heap being of the quantity for a
sheaf; and upon these the active binders in the rear laid their hands — mainly women, but some of them men
in print shirts, and trousers supported round their waists by leather straps, rendering useless the two buttons
behind, which twinkled and bristled with sunbeams at every movement of each wearer, as if they were a pair
of eyes in the small of his back.

But those of the other sex were the most interesting of this company of binders, by reason of the charm
which is acquired by woman when she becomes part and parcel of outdoor nature, and is not merely an object
set down therein as at ordinary times. A field-man is a personality afield; a field-woman is a portion of the
field; she has somehow lost her own margin, imbibed the essence of her surrounding, and assimilated herself
with it.

The women— or rather girls, for they were mostly young— wore drawn cotton bonnets with great flapping
curtains to keep off the sun, and gloves to prevent their hands being wounded by the stubble. There was one
wearing a pale pink jacket, another in a creamcoloured tight-sleeved gown, another in a petticoat as red as the
arms of the reaping-machine; and others, older, in the brown-rough ‘wropper’or over-all—the old-established
and most appropriate dress of the field-woman, which the young ones were abandoning. This morning the eye
returns involuntarily to the girl in the pink cotton jacket, she being the most flexuous and finely-drawn figure
of them all. But her bonnet is pulled so far over her brow that none of her face is disclosed while she binds,
though her complexions may be guessed from a stray twine or two of dark brown hair which extends below the
curtain of her bonnet. Perhaps one reason why she seduces casual attention is that she never courts it, though
the other women often gaze around them.

Her binding proceeds with clock-like monotony. From the sheaf last finished she draws a handful of ears,
patting their tips with her left palm to bring them even. Then stooping low she moves forward, gathering the
corn with both hands against her knees, and pushing her left gloved hand under the bundle to meet the right
on the other side, holding the corn in an embrace like that of a lover. She brings the ends of the bond together,
and kneels on the sheaf while she ties it, beating back her skirts now and then when lifted by the breeze. A bit
of her naked arm is visible between the buff leather of the gauntlet and the sleeve of her gown; and as the day
wears on its feminine smoothness becomes scarified by the stubble, and bleeds.

At intervals she stands up to rest, and to retie her disarranged apron, or to pull her bonnet straight. Then one
can see the oval face of a handsome young woman with deep dark eyes and long heavy clinging tresses, which
seem to clasp in a beseeching way anything they fall against. The cheeks are paler, the teeth more regular, the
red lips thinner than is usual in a country-bred girl.

It is Tess Durbeyfield, otherwise d’Urberville, somewhat changed — the same, but not the same; at the
present stage of her existence living as a stranger and an alien here, thought it was no strange land that she was
in. After a long seclusion she had come to a resolve to undertake outdoor work in her native village, the busiest
season of the year in the agricultural world having arrived, and nothing that she could do within the house be-
ing so remunerative for the time as harvesting in the fields.

The movements of the other women were more or less similar to Tess’s, the whole bevy of them drawing
together like dancers in a quadrille at the completion of a sheaf by each, every one placing her sheaf on end
against those of the rest, till a shock, or ‘stitch’ as it was here called, of ten or a dozen was formed.

They went to breakfast, and came again, and the work proceeded as before. As the hour of eleven drew near
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a person watching her might have noticed that every now and then Tess’s glance flitted wistfully to the brow of
the hill, though she did not pause in her sheafing. On the verge of the hour the heads of a group of children, of
ages ranging from six to fourteen, rose above the stubbly convexity of the hill.

The face of Tess flushed slightly, but still she did not pause.

The eldest of the comers, a girl who wore a triangular shawl, its corner draggling on the stubble, carried
in her arms what at first sight seemed to be a doll, but proved to be an infant in long clothes. Another brought
some lunch. The harvesters ceased working, took their provisions, and sat down against one of the shocks.
Here they fell to, the men plying a stone jar freely, and passing round a cup.

Tess Durbeyfield had been one of the last to suspend her labours. She sat down at the end of the shock, her
face turned somewhat away from her companions. When she had deposited herself a man in a rabbit-skin cap
and with a red handkerchief tucked into his belt, held the cup of ale over the top of the shock for her to drink.
But she did not accept his offer. As soon as her lunch was spread she called up the big girl her sister, and took
the baby off her, who, glad to be relieved of the burden, went away to the next shock and joined the other
children playing there. Tess, with a curiously stealthy yet courageous movement, and with a still rising colour,
unfastened her frock and began suckling the child.

The men who sat nearest considerately turned their faces towards the other end of the field, some of them
beginning to smoke; one, with absent-minded fondness, regretfully stroking the jar that would no longer yield
a stream. All the women but Tess fell into animated talk, and adjusted the disarranged knots of their hair.

When the infant had taken its fill the young mother sat it upright in her lap, and looking into the far distance
dandled it with a gloomy indifference that was almost dislike; then all of a sudden she fell to violently kissing
it some dozens of times as if she could never leave off, the child crying at the vehemence of an onset which
strangely combined passionateness with contempt.

‘She’s fond of that there child, though she mid pretend to hate en, and say she wishes the baby and her too
were in the churchyard,’ observed the woman in the red petticoat.

‘She’ll soon leave off saying that,” replied the one in buff. ‘Lord, ’tis wonderful what a body can get used to
o’ that sort in time!’

‘A little more than persuading had to do wi’ the coming 0’t, I reckon. There were they that heard a sobbing
one night last year in The Chase; and it mid ha’ gone hard wi’ a certain party if folks had come along.’

‘Well, a little more, or a little less, *twas a thousand pities that it should have happened to she, of all others.
But ’tis always the comeliest! The plain ones be as safe as churches —hey, Jenny?’ The speaker turned to one
of the group who certainly was not ill-defined as plain.

It was a thousand pities, indeed; it was impossible for even an enemy to feel otherwise on looking at Tess
as she sat there, with her flower-like mouth and large tender eyes, neither black nor blue nor gray nor violet;
rather all those shades together, and a hundred others, which could be seen if one looked into their irises — shade
behind shade — tint beyond tint — around pupils that had no bottom; an almost standard woman, but for the
slight incautiousness of character inherited from her race.

A resolution which had surprised herself had brought her into the fields this week for the first time during
many months. After wearing and wasting her palpitating heart with every engine of regret that lonely inexpe-
rience could devise, commonsense had illumined her. She felt that she would do well to be useful again — to
taste anew sweet independence at any price. The past was past; whatever it had been it was no more at hand.
Whatever it consequences, time would close over them; they would all in a few years be as if they had never
been, and she herself grassed down and forgotten. Meanwhile the trees were just as green as before; the birds
sang and the sun shone as clearly now as ever. The familiar surroundings had not darkened because of her

grief, nor sickened because of her pain.
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She might have been that what had bowed her head so profoundly — the thought of the world’s concern at
her situation— was founded on an illusion. She was not an existence, an experience, a passion, a structure of
sensations, to anybody but herself. To all humankind besides Tess was only a passing thought. Even to friends
she was no more than a frequently passing thought. If she made herself miserable the livelong night and day it
was only this much to them — ‘Ah, she makes herself unhappy.” If she tried to be cheerful, to dismiss all care,
to take pleasure in the daylight, the flowers, the baby, she could only be this idea to them — ‘Ah, she bears it
very well.” Moreover, alone in a desert island would she have been wretched at what had happened to her? Not
greatly. If she could have been but just created, to discover herself as a spouseless mother, with no experience
of life except as the parent of a nameless child, would the position have caused her to despair? No, she would
have taken it calmly, and found pleasures therein. Most of the misery had been generated by her conventional
aspect, and not by her innate sensations.

Whatever Tess’s reasoning, some spirit had induced her to dress herself up neatly as she had formerly done,
and come out into the fields, harvest-hands being greatly in demand just then. This was why she had borne her-
self with dignity, and had looked people calmly in the face at times, even when holding the baby in her arms.

The harvest-men rose from the shock of corn, and stretched their limbs, and extinguished their pipes. The
horses, which had been unharnessed and fed, were again attached to the scarlet machine. Tess, having quickly
eaten her own meal, beckoned to her eldest sister to come and take away the baby, fastened her dress, put on
the buff gloves again, and stooped anew to draw a bond from the last completed sheaf for the tying of the next.

In the afternoon and evening the proceedings of the morning were continued, Tess staying on till dusk with
the body of harvesters. Then they all rode home in one of the largest wagons, in the company of a broad tar-
nished moon that had risen from the ground to the eastwards, its face resembling the outworn gold-leaf halo
of some worm-eaten Tuscan saint. Tess’s female companions sang songs, and showed themselves very sympa-
thetic and glad at her reappearance out of doors, though they could not refrain from mischievously throwing in
a few verses of the ballad about the maid who went to the merry green wood and came back a changed state.
There are counterpoises and compensations in life; and the event which had made of her a social warning had
also for the moment made her the most interesting personage in the village to many. Their friendliness won her

still farther away from herself, their lively spirits were contagious, and she became almost gay.

(BFIE IR TR)

1. B —BREHE R EANUALZNMW, ZEFF, RELRBIENEZCE MR
B, EFALETIIER, SHESMB AN T, MEETELLER BT 4, A
%%&%&z%@ MALBfmEENEE, EAMEEANERT, A—HFTOHKZ, #
FREZEARBLZCHPRMEA, B2, BREFOA, BRASER, REFHLFH
ﬁ%,MFM@%%# EHEA A Z, REBXAKEWN T 20518 E XA M
NS

2. FAFLAG—REIA, SEMURA, BFRAEL AL EMEAE, &b E A
—MRBARE REARELXMEAN, NEREZRHHEINE Kk, W45 mEH
FHAE, M TS EHE LLRHEN T L. MRTFHHAMRGEE, UWREAEAN
SEEWRE, HMEME R, FEMOSH -2 EHRENER, EEANT )M
EXFERRARK, RN G- EH, FESNMFHETHERER, 42 &KX
WA, TUMAT EEGRRTAENE BTN MFH Q5 A3t & & Wk o o A
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FRSARHETMANE R LR EER LK, TAZEMNEIFEKEL R EFH K,

3 RE-—HARETOEHT, ACEHEFE, BERREAFTE-—mRY
F, MA-AMARFHRAEL, B, B ARMARGRE, B8 EHRSTHE
BA—BREEER A, XEEEEHELE, HEEREATARNHES, CEMEEF
XTFAFRRGAEWHEERMER ., L4, BRAZXFEL, RAWHE P EEENEEDN
—WiEE, SREHNRAEMURS, BFRAANTEMRI, BEMRNE, 0EH -
FrBEA RIS XF kA AR B 18 5 R

(FEXA)
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MENAREM—K, KMAHK, HEXBBN, REERNER, AEYBBRNL
S—BlE, ok, W, BEE—#, BARENLAFMKTRNRKTE, £k
MWEEY LA E,

AHENEEARM*Z, BEFEITH, HEL—AA, ALY, #REY; BEEMX
WERY, BEAREREAARY, WAENTEEZIME, BEmb—F A, £—4
ABILHEA, XRIAHKNHAE T EREERAENER, RNEATRRELSE, &
ARHEYEH, BAERX—FBRELEE T, IALENGEIE, GEARE—NE
KV, HLEWLE, ARENEL, WREE, ¥, TAESHBNHE, &%
THEEF MR, REMILELEERANGEY,
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Strange Tales from Make-Do Studio (excerpts)
by Pu Songling

Elring the Xuande reign period (1462 — 1435) of the Ming dynasty cricket keeping was a popular amuse-
ment in the palace. The insects were levied annually from the populace. Live crickets were not originally a
Shaanxi product until a magistrate in Huayin county who was anxious to win favor with his superiors presented
one, which was tried in the ring and found to be an outstanding fighter. From then on Huayin County was
charged with providing crickets to the court regularly. The magistrate delegated the responsibility to the head-
man in each ward. Young idlers in the marketplace kept the best of them in cages, forcing prices up by corner-
ing the market. Cunning ward administrators used this as an excuse to impose a head tax on the peasants. For
every cricket that was requisitioned, several families were driven into bankruptcy.

In the district there was a man named Cheng Ming, a long unsuccessful candidate for the Bachelor of Let-
ters degree. The crafty ward administrator, seeing that Cheng was impractical and slow of speech, recommended
him for the position of headman. Cheng made numerous futile attempts to free himself from the obligations
of this office. Before a year had passed his meager resources were used up. Then came the cricket levy. Cheng
did not dare collect money from the households, nor could he fulfil the duty out of his own funds. He was so
despondent he wanted to kill himself.

“What good would killing yourself do?” said his wife. “It would be better to look for a cricket yourself.
There is a slight chance you might find one.”

This made sense to Cheng. He went out in the mornings and returned at nightfall, bamboo pail and wire
cage in hand, poking under stones and opening burrows amid crumbling walls and thick growths of grass.
There was nothing he did not try, but it was no use. The few that he did manage to catch were too puny to
fit the regulations. The magistrate’s deadline was rigorously enforced, and he was given a total of a hundred
strokes with a cane over a period of ten days. Blood and puss oozed from his buttocks and, what was worse, he
was unable to go looking for the insects at all. He tossed and turned on his bed, his mind filled with thoughts
of suicide.

It was then that a hunchbacked shamaness who performed divinations with the help of a spirit-familiar
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came to the village. Cheng’s wife scraped up a sum of money and went to call on her. Smartly dressed young
women and white-haired old ladies were milling around the door. Inside the house was a curtained-off sanc-
tum, with an altar standing outside the curtain. Petitioners lit incense in the censer and kowtowed twice, while
the shamaness stood to one side looking off into space and pronouncing an invocation for them, her lips con-
torted with unintelligible mutterings. Everyone stood stiffly listening until shortly a piece of paper, bearing a
message that dealt with the petitioner’s troubles, was thrown out from within the curtain. The messages were
never off by a hair.

Cheng’s wife placed her money on the table, lit incense, and kowtowed like those before. After the time it
takes to eat a meal passed by, the curtain moved and a slip of paper was tossed out onto the ground. Picking it
up, she saw not words but a drawing depicting a group of buildings, apparently those of a monastery. Behind
it at the foot of a hill was a jumble of odd-looking boulders. There, at the edge of a dense bramble thicket,
crouched a shiny black cricket. Beside it was a toad that seemed to be on the point of leaping. She spread the
drawing out and pored over it, unable to make out its meaning. Still the cricket was just what she had been
looking for. She folded the paper up, tucked it away and took it back to show Cheng who, after much reflec-
tion, wondered if the picture were not telling him where to hunt for a cricket. Careful scrutiny of the scene in
the drawing revealed a close resemblance to the Great Buddha Abbey east of the village.

Cheng dragged himself out of bed, propped himself up with a cane and proceeded, drawing in hand, to the
rear of the monastery. The overgrown ruins of an ancient tomb stood before him. Following the edge of the
tomb, he saw boulders squatting one on top of the other like fish scales, precisely as in the drawing. He walked
slowly through a jungle of weeds, cocking his head to catch the slightest sound and looking for all the world
as if he were searching for a needle or a mustard seed. He could no longer maintain the intentness of eyes,
ears and mind, but he had not yet seen or heard a cricket. He was still groping about, when suddenly to his
great amazement a wart-headed toad leapt from underfoot. He stayed close behind it as it ducked into a dense
growth of grass. He stepped gingerly into the grass, spreading the blades apart with his hands to get a better
look. There, crouching at the base of a bramble-bush was an insect. He hurriedly grabbed for it, but it ducked
into a hole in the stones. He poked at it with a sharp blade of grass, but it would not come out. Finally, by
pouring water from his bucket into the hole, he was able to flush the robust-looking cricket out. He gave chase
and caught it. A closer look showed it to have a thick torso, a long tail, a blue-green neck and metallic wings.
Great was Cheng’s joy as he put it in the cage and returned home.

The whole family rejoiced as if he had found a treasure more precious than the legendary piece of jade to
the worth of fifteen cities. They put it in a basin and nourished it on crab meat and chestnuts, going to every
extreme to give it the best of care. They planned to keep it until the deadline, when Cheng would use it to dis-
charge his official duty.

But one day Cheng’s nine-year-old son, seeing that his father was out, furtively lifted the lid off the basin.
The cricket hopped straight out, so quickly that the boy could not grab it. He jumped and caught it in his hand,
breaking off a leg and cracking its abdomen. In a few short moments it was dead. The terrified boy ran crying
to tell his mother. Her face paled to the hue of ashes at what she heard.

“A bad seed, that’s what you are!” she cursed him loudly, “Your day of doom will not be long now! When
your father comes home he’ll settle accounts with you.” The boy ran out sniveling. Cheng soon returned.
When his wife told him what had happened, it was as if a heap of freezing snow had been dumped on his head.
He called angrily for his son but the boy was nowhere to be seen. Soon afterwards, they found his body in a
well. Cheng’s rage turned to sorrow. Stricken halfdead with grief, he struck his head on the ground and cried
out to heaven. Husband and wife went inside and each turned their sobbing faces toward separate corners.

No cooking fire was lit in their thatched hut that night. They had come to their wit’s end and could only stare



NN

KRR R AN /J\ ],R él%ilﬂ i%

dumbly at one another. As the day drew to an end, they prepared to wrap their son in a grass mat for burial.
Touching him, they found that he was now breathing haltingly. Joyfully they placed him on the bed. In the
middle of the night he regained consciousness, which relieve his parents somewhat, but his breath came in
gasps and he had the vacant look of a sleepwalker. Looking at the empty cricket cage was enough to rob them
of breath and make their voices die in their throats, but they dared not question their son again. Their eyes did
not close for the whole night. When the sun in the east began its course through the heavens they lay down
stiffly, brooding sleeplessly.

Suddenly there was a chirping outside their door. They got up in amazement to observe: there was the
cricket looking as sound as ever. Jumping for joy, they ran to catch it, but it gave a chirp and hopped rapidly
away. Cheng covered it with a cupped hand, but he seemed to have grasped nothing but thin air. As soon as he
lifted his hand the cricket leapt swiftly out from under it. He followed it closely, but lost it when it rounded the
corner of a wall. As he walked about distractedly, looking all around him, he saw a cricket crouching on the
wall. A careful look showed that it was short, small and reddish-black in color— certainly not the one he had
been chasing. It was worthless to him because of its small size. He went on walking aimlessly and staring in
all directions for the one he had been chasing. All of a sudden the little cricket jumped off the wall and landed
on the side of his robe. It was built like a mole cricket, with finely veined wings, a square head and long neck.
It impressed him as a good specimen, so he was glad to keep it. His plan was to present it at the yamen, but the
thought that it might not meet the magistrate’s expectations made him shudder, so he decided to observe how it
would perform in a fight.

A young man known as a busybody in the village was keeping a cricket which he had named Crabshell
Blue. He matched it daily with the crickets of other young men, and it was always emerged victorious. He was
holding onto it until he could turn a nice profit, but nobody would pay the high price he asked. One day this
young man went to Cheng’s house for a visit. Seeing the cricket Cheng was keeping, he had to stifle a laugh
with his hand. He took out his cricket and put it into the cage. Cheng was discomfited at the sight of its huge
build. He dared not pick up the gauntlet, but the young man insisted. It occurred to Cheng that keeping an infe-
rior specimen would be useless anyway, and that he might as well set his cricket against the other for a laugh.
Both insects were placed in a fighting basin. The small one crouched motionless, looking as foolish as a wood-
en chicken”. The young man guffawed once more as he used a boar bristle to poke at the cricket’s antennae.
Still it did not move, provoking the young man into another burst of laughter. He prodded it repeatedly. The
insect exploded with rage and ran at its opponent. They attacked one another with flying leaps, rousing them-
selves to battle with defiant chirps. In an instant the small cricket jumped up, its antennae and tail stiffly erect,
and bit down on its opponent’s neck. The frightened young man pulled them apart and put an end to the fight.
The small crickt drew itself up and chirped proudly, as if it were reporting victory to its master.

Cheng was overjoyed. As he and his guests were admiring the winner, a chicken caught sight of it, ran over
and delivered a peck at the small cricket. Cheng stood there numb with dread and cried out in alarm. Luckily
the chicken’s beak had missed its mark; the cricket leaped a foot and some inches away. The chicken lunged
forward and bore down upon it. Before Cheng could come to its rescue, the insect was under the chicken’s
claws; he turned pale and stamped his feet helplessly. But in the next moment he saw the chicken stretching
its neck and fluttering about. Much to his amazed delight upon closer inspection, he found the cricket hanging
tenaciously onto the fowl’s comb. He picked it up, put it in its cage and presented it to the magistrate the next
day.

(D A fable in Zhuang-zi, a work of the Warring States period (475—221 B.C.), describes a superb gamecock as having such a placid ex-
terior that it seemed to be made of wood.
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The magistrate berated Cheng angrily for bringing such a puny cricket, nor was he convinced by Cheng’s ac-
count of the cricket’s extraordinary prowess. The cricket was tried in the ring against others of its kind: all
were vanquished. When it was tried against a chicken the outcome confirmed Cheng’s story. The magistrate
thereupon rewarded him and presented the cricket to the provincial governor. The governor, greatly delighted,
presented it to the emperor in a golden cage along with a memorial detailing its abilities.

After the champion was taken into the palace, all sorts of unusual crickets, such as “butterflies”, “mantis-
es”,“oily beaters” and “silky green foreheads” were tried against it, but none could get the better of it. When
it heard the music of lutes and zithers it hopped to the beat, which made people marvel at it all the more. The
emperor was so pleased that he called for the provincial governor and gave him thoroughbred horses and satins
for clothing. The governor did not forget the source of his good fortune: before long word was going around
that the magistrate was an “outstanding” official. The delighted magistrate released Cheng from his duties as
headman and instructed the civil examiner to grant him admission to the district academy.

A little more than a year later Cheng’s son regained his faculties, claiming that he had been transformed
into an agile, combative cricket and that today his soul had finally re-entered his body. The provincial governor
rewarded Cheng generously. Within a few years Cheng possessed 1, 500 acres of fields; pavilions and stories
buildings in such number that thousands of rafters had been used to roof them over; and sheep and horses
numbering in the hundreds. The furs he wore and the horses he rode when he went out could not have been
equalled by an aristocratic family.

The Chronicler of the Tales comments: “The emperor may use something once on a whim and give it no
more thought, but for the people who carry out his wishes it becomes a fixed article of tribute. With the greed
of officials and the cruelty of administrators on top of this, there is no end to hardships which make peasants
give up their wives and sell their children. Thus every time the emperor takes a step the lives of the people are
affected. There is no room for carelessness. Cheng’s case was unique: after being reduced to poverty by
the depravations of corrupt officials, a cricket brought him wealth enough to go about flaunting furs and fine
horses. Back in the days when he was beaten for failing to fulfill his duties as headman, how could he have
foreseen that such a fortune was in store for him? Heaven made the provincial governor and magistrate enjoy
the benefits of the cricket’s favor as a means of rewarding one man’s honesty. When the Taoist master in the
old story perfected the elixir and rose to heaven, immortality redounded even to his dogs and chickens. There

is much truth in this!”
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